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"I express. I design". That seemed to be the powerful slogan of young Indonesian designers during a recent gathering at a design exhibition in Jakarta.

The inaugural event not only became a forum for young designers to show their prowess and craftsmanship but provided an means for them to communicate among themselves. 

"The idea is that we want to create a forum to unite students who work in design. We also want to get our designs commented on by the public," show spokesman Haryadi told The Jakarta Post. 

About 30 designs from the fashion, furniture, multimedia, graphic and architectural fields were displayed to the public at the Istana Ballroom, Sari Pan Pacific Hotel, in Central Jakarta on Jan. 12 and 13. 

Looking at their works, you quickly conclude that the designers, while still young, have proved that they are serious about their work. 

Some of them graduated recently from school, while many others are still in their final years of their studies. 

The students participating in the exhibition came from Jakarta, Bandung, Surabaya. Some of them study at overseas universities. 

Agustinus Bayu Arianto, a graduate of Parahyangan University in Bandung, presented his Bean Bag chair at the exhibition. 

At a glance, the shape of the Bean Bag chair is like an avocado -- small in the upper part and big at the bottom. 

The most interesting part of the chair, however, is the pattern on the chair's cover. The cover, which is made of vinyl, sparkles under strong light. 

Another Parahyangan graduate, Eric Wiryanata, fonts, or letter types. 

He has received appreciation from the international community and some of his designs were used on the cover of Counterfeit magazine in the United Kingdom. 

Citra Suparto, a student at the University of Technology, Sydney, in Australia, displayed designs including the Ply chair and Tea Set. 

Majoring in furniture design, Citra is inspired by her surroundings and the work of Joe Colombo, a product designer from Milan. 

Students from Petra University in Surabaya presented architectural designs, including the renovation of spa facilities and restaurants in their hometown. 

"I and my friends decided to take part in this event to see the response of the public here. We want to know how people see our work because the public usually gives an honest comment," Dimas from Petra University told the Post. 

Dimas said he appreciated the work of the event's organizers. He said the event would help young designers show their talent to the public at large. 

"Once the public knows our prowess in design, they will not hire foreigners to do design work," he said. 

With enthusiasm high among the young students and the public as well, the exhibition could become a forum not only for exposing designs but also a medium for sharing information and ideas. 

(The event had been scheduled for a week but was cut to two days for organizational reasons) 

